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• Universal Design for Learning 
• Introduction to VoiceThread  
• Educational uses for VoiceThread  

Workshop Objectives 



Image Source: http://www.nsta.org/disabilities/images/udl.jpg 





Universal Instructional Design 

• Strategies to support non-traditional learners 
in postsecondary environments 

Source: Presentation by Dr. Kavita Rao 
Associate Professor, University of Hawaii at Manoa 



Non-traditional Learners 

Learners who do not fit the profile of a typical 
college-age young adult. 

 
Non-traditional learners include: 
• Students with disabilities 
• Adult Learners 
• Culturally and linguistically diverse students 

 
Source: Presentation by Dr. Kavita Rao 
Associate Professor, University of Hawaii at Manoa 



Typical Non-traditional Learner 

Is likely to: 
• Have a full time job 
• Have obligations to family and community 
• Be a first generation college student 
• Be new to online instruction 
• Be returning to school to add certification 

or change career 
 

Source: Presentation by Dr. Kavita Rao 
Associate Professor, University of Hawaii at Manoa 



Challenges 

Noted by non-traditional learners in online 
courses: 
 

• Feelings of isolation 
• Too much emphasis on text-based learning 
• Affinity for face-to-face learning 
• Challenges keeping up with coursework 
• Limited access to computers and internet 

 
Source: Presentation by Dr. Kavita Rao 
Associate Professor, University of Hawaii at Manoa 



Value of Voice 

Image Source: http://soundpresenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/audio_waves-voice_over.jpg 







https://youtu.be/CL6gv3-AWbw 

https://youtu.be/CL6gv3-AWbw
https://youtu.be/CL6gv3-AWbw


VoiceThread Higher Ed Account Types 

• Free 
• Single Instructor License 
• Department License 
• Site License 

– Integration with LMS 



VoiceThread Accounts 

Free Account Single Instructor License 

Cost $0 $99 



VoiceThread Free Account 

• Create up to 5 VoiceThreads 
• Share your VoiceThreads via a share link 

– Embed code is available 



VoiceThread Single Instructor License 



Features 

Free Account Single Instructor 
License 

Threaded conversations  

Comment moderation  

Allow others to export   

Allow others to download original media   

Allow others to make a copy  

Secure sharing  



VoiceThread Mobile 

Use VoiceThread on the iPad, iPhone, or iPod touch. 



VoiceThread Home Page 



Tutorials and Help 



Navigating Around a VoiceThread 



VoiceThread Comments 

microphone 

webcam 

file upload text 

telephone 



Doodling on a VoiceThread 

Available when recording a comment using microphone or webcam 



VoiceThread Comments 

Click and drag to move to new location 

Resize window 

Reply 



Register for a free VoiceThread account  

http://www.voicethread.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

or scan this QR code 

http://www.voicethread.com/


Hands-on Activity 



VoiceThread Digital Library 

• Database of articles about VoiceThread 
projects 
– http://voicethread.com/about/library/ 

 

http://voicethread.com/about/library/


Practical Applications for  
Teaching and Learning 





Homework 
• Let us know  

– If you decide to use VoiceThread 
– What worked and didn’t work for you 



Please fill out workshop 
evaluation 
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